
Mountain Amateur Radio Club 
Minutes of the Meeting 

19 August 2026 
 

 
Our MARC meeting began at 1901, with Dean Buckhouse presiding. Intros around the 
room.  No SK or awards noted. 
 
Next VE is Sep 5 at the WP library. Next General Meeting is Sep 16 in WP also. 
 
Treasurer’s report $ 2436.45 general and $ 535.43 VE 
 
Repeaters are good. Springs Link is spotty at times. DST is off. EchoLink is on. 
 
Discussed batteries. K0FYR wants six. Motion to propose $ 100 each, up to ten max. 
Dean will relay. 
 
Program suggestions. Would like DMR 
 
Officer Nominations – President Danny. VP Tom. Secy Bill. Treas Deb. Board Jon. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1940.  
 
17 members, 1 guest, 1 Zoom 
 
Submitted by Bill Wallick 
 



Quick recap 
The meeting of the Manitou Amateur Radio Club (MARC) covered club business, 
financial updates, and nominations for officer positions. Members discussed the status of 
repeaters, battery donations, and upcoming events like Camp Fest. Financial reports were 
given, and the club's 501(c)(3) status was confirmed. Nominations for club officers were 
opened, with Dean stepping down as president and nominations made for other positions. 
The club debated the pricing and donation of surplus batteries to another organization. 
Various announcements were made, including the next PE session and MARC meeting 
dates. The meeting also touched on membership dues and potential fundraising ideas. 

Next steps 

Bill 

 Look up and clarify the $367.08 transfer (possibly related to "Big Daddy" or field 
day) and report back. 

MARC 

 Propose to Mike (A0FYR) that the Deep Space Exploration Society can have up 
to 10 batteries at $100 each, and see what they say. 

 Check and confirm the location of the next MARC meeting on September 16th. 
 Open nominations for club officers at the next meeting (September 16th) and 

close nominations at that meeting. 
 Conduct the election for club officers at the September meeting. 
 Bring Wes's portable radio equipment to Camp Fest (August 28-30) for members 

to view and make a donation. 

Collaboration 

 Victor and/or Steve: Follow up on going to Grady or Tenderfoot to work on the 
V-Star repeater. 

 Steve and/or James: Coordinate with Victor to go up to the repeater site for 
upgrades. 

 All members: Consider volunteering to give a talk on DMR for an upcoming 
meeting. 

 All members: Consider volunteering to bring snacks for the September meeting. 

Summary 

Shipment Releases and Programming Updates 

MARC and Jon discussed receiving releases for shipments, with both confirming they 
had received their releases. They also talked about programming issues and updates, 
mentioning the need to keep systems current. The conversation included some technical 
difficulties with audio during the call. 

Financial and Meeting Updates 

The meeting began with introductions and technical setup. The group reviewed and 
accepted July meeting minutes with some corrections, and announced upcoming events 



including a PE session on September 5th at the Woodland Park Library at 10 AM and a 
MARC meeting on September 16th. The discussion covered financial matters with the 
Secretary reporting ongoing issues with Vector Bank billing, noting they went below 
$500 in May but were charged for the BE account, with corrections being made for June 
and July transfers. 

Financial and Repeater Updates Review 

MARC reviewed financial updates, including community checking and e-account 
balances, and noted ongoing work on field-based transactions and repeater issues. He 
discussed plans to visit Grady and Tenderfoot for repeater maintenance, with Steve or 
James potentially joining. MARC also addressed the need to address door security at the 
springs location, considering options between replacing the door or using a temporary 
solution like flex seal. 

Security and Battery Distribution Discussion 

MARC discussed security considerations for hiding items in plain sight, noting that old 
doors and materials can be more durable than new replacements. He then addressed a 
request from the Deep Space Exploration Society for six batteries, suggesting they make 
a donation to MARC instead and offering to deliver the batteries to them. The discussion 
revealed they have approximately 25-30 batteries remaining after selling some, with each 
battery weighing 176 pounds and costing $450 for club members. 

Solar Storage Battery Purchasing Discussion 

The group discussed purchasing solar storage batteries, with Marc proposing a price of 
$100 per unit based on a donation model rather than direct sales. They debated quantities, 
with Marc suggesting clubs could receive one battery each for backup purposes but 
expressing hesitation about providing six units to a single organization. Jon mentioned he 
would purchase one battery for the Pikes Peak repeater, and Deb noted she had already 
bought four units. The discussion ended with a proposal to make a motion for $100 per 
piece to present to potential buyers. 

Battery Pricing and Officer Elections 

MARC discussed pricing for batteries, proposing to offer them at $100 each with a 
maximum of 10 units, and mentioned he would pass this proposal to Mike. The group 
discussed finding a presenter knowledgeable about DMR technology, with Jay identified 
as the most knowledgeable person available. MARC announced he would not seek re-
election as president and opened nominations for club officers, with nominations made 
for various positions including Danny for vice president and Bill for secretary, while the 
treasurer position remained filled. 

Club Board Elections and Dues 

The board discussed club elections and voting procedures, confirming that a majority 
vote is required due to the odd number of 7 total board members. Jon agreed to serve 
another term as board member, and nominations will close at the next meeting in October 
when new officers will take over. The group also discussed membership dues, which 
have remained at $20 for approximately 20 years, and confirmed that any dues changes 
would require amending the bylaws. 



Club Membership and Donations Updates 

MARC discussed club membership dues and expenses, noting that annual dues are 
determined at the September meeting and must be paid by January, with automatic 
membership termination for late payments. The club currently funds Field Day giveaway 
items through informal donations, though MARC suggested collecting donations directly 
from participants. MARC also mentioned that the club's 501c3 status is now approved, 
providing tax benefits for donations, and proposed setting up donation booths at various 
events including bicycle events and the sheriff's open house. 

Club Activity Participation Challenges 

MARC discussed challenges in getting people involved in club activities, noting that 
despite having 100 members, only a small percentage actively participate. He mentioned 
a potential opportunity to host events at the fire department and shared insights about 
volunteer participation patterns across different types of clubs. The conversation 
concluded with MARC asking about the current ham radio test pool generation, which 
JON clarified was released in February 2026 and will be effective through 2027. 

Ham Radio Study and Event 

Jon recommended hamstudy.org as a free resource for studying ham radio questions, 
noting that it provides explanations for correct answers unlike the ARRL YouTube 
content with Dave Kessler. The group discussed an upcoming Camp Fest event scheduled 
for August 28-30, where burgers and cookies will be provided. Marc shared that he had 
rescued equipment from Wes's truck and camper sale, including various ham radio 
equipment and antennas, which he will make available for viewing without pricing 
during the event, with proceeds potentially going to the club. 
 


